
V o l u m e  8 5 ,  I s s u e  3  

F e b r u a r y  6 ,  2 0 1 8  

Dear Friends, 
 
 It’s hard to believe that Lent will begin next week – especially since “Lent” means “Spring”!  This is a 
difficult time of year, when we don’t know what events might get postponed or canceled due to the unpredicta-
ble weather.   Fortunately, the Season of Epiphany (which ends this Sunday) gives us many signs of light and of 
hope – from the brilliant Star followed by wise men to the light of Jesus’ face that his closest friends saw on the 
mountaintop.   
 
 A friend of mine watched the Super Bowl with her husband, who was born in Philadelphia.  She said, “He 
absolutely refused to give in to hope until the very end” because he’d been disappointed so many times.  What 
a great phrase:  “To give in to hope.”  We might refer to someone who’s “given in to despair.”  But to “give in to 
hope” indicates that hope comes hard, and that we’re often too discouraged or cynical to believe that good 
news can be good.  The Season of Lent can be hard if we take it seriously.  Lent asks of us nothing less than to 
repent, to restore relationships, and to ponder deeply what it means to be the Lord’s baptized people, “chosen 
for service as well as salvation” in the words of the Foundational Principles of the Presbyterian Church.   At the 
end of Lent, though, comes Easter morning, the ultimate reason for hope and the promise of life renewed. 
  
 My husband Steve and I invite you to our home on the evening of Monday, February 26 at 7 p.m. for an 
information-only meeting about a trip to Israel we’re planning for this November.  We would appreciate know-
ing whether you’re expecting to be there so that we can plan accordingly. 
 

Blessings, Meta 

Sunday,  February 11 — 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Ordination/Installation of Officers 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Scripture: Psalm 97:1-6, 11-12 
 2 Peter 2:16-19  
 Mark 9:2-9 
Sermon: He’ll Leave the Light on for You 
Anthem: Haviland Choir 
Liturgist: Barbara Yonker 
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Ash Wednesday, February 14 - 6:15 p.m.  
 

Scripture: Isaiah 58:1-12; 2 Corinthians 5:16-19 
Homily: The Acceptable Fast 
 

Sunday, February 18 — 
The First Sunday in Lent 
 
Scripture: Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22; 
 Mark 1:9-15 
Sermon: After the Flood 
Anthem: Haviland Choir 
Liturgist: Judy Herron 
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First Presbyterian Church 
436 E 2nd St 
Salem OH 44460-2816 

Rev. Meta S. Cramer, Pastor 



Prayer Concerns 
 

It’s a privilege to pray for each and every 
one on our Prayer List. We would 
appreciate your keeping the office 
updated on your prayer request. Names 
will remain on the list for 1 month unless 
an update is received.  
 

Rhys Barnett (Arlene and Bob Barnett’s 
grandson), Mickey Buck (Global Mission 
Build in Nicaragua, Feb. 10-18), Joann 
(Lois Dunn’s friend), Berneda Fitch, 
Matthew Gorley (Scott and Debbie 
Boyd’s nephew), Amy Hall (Tom Mercer’s 
friend), George Hays (friend of many), 
Jeff Hendricks (Jim and Ruth Newman’s 
nephew), David Johnson, Brenda Lipp, 
Tom Mercer, Ellie Parker (in Florida 
hospital), Katie-Adam-Frankie Pawlosky 
(Jim and Ruth Newman’s daughter and 
family - Adam preparing for 
deployment), Owen Perry (John Barnett’s 
friend), Maria Ricciardi (Carol Ricciardi’s 
mother in law), Cody Roman (Kathie 
Baker’s grandson), Ron Scott (Meta 
Cramer’s friend), Pete Whitman (Kim 
Colian’s father), Family of Charles Shafer 
 

Special Care Facilities 
 

Birchaven Village: Jean Leimbach,124; 
15100 Birchaven Ln, Findlay OH 45840 
Blossom: Ralph Timmins 
Brookdale Salem: Pat Butler, 305 
Copeland Oaks: Jim and Marty Hollinger,  
Apt. 7106 
Courtyard: Shirley Devan 
Crandall: Betsy Johnson, 251 
Essex III: Janice Olmstead, 223 
Inn at Poland Way: Norman and Jeanne 
Smith, 6501 Poland Way, Poland OH 
44514 
Lake Vista at Cortland: Margaret Sheets, 
Apt 105; 303 North Mecca St, Cortland 
OH 44410 
Village at Westerville: Bruno and Kay 
Stanga; 215 Huber Village Blvd, C100,  
Westerville OH 43081  
Weatherwood Manor: Dolores Kynett, 
201; 896 Weatherwood Lane,  
Greensburg PA 15601  
Whispering Pines: Dottie  
Zimmerman; 937 E Park Ave, Columbiana 
OH 44408  

The Church Office was recently in-
formed of the death of Mrs. Lionel R. 
(Joyce) Smith. 
______________________________ 
 

 
 
 
Valentine Dinner 

Sunday, February 18 
following Worship 

Sponsored by  
Congregational Care Committee 

______________________________ 
 

 
 
 

Soup to Go 
Sunday, February 25 

following Worship 
$5 / Quart 

Please return jar and lid. 
_____________________________ 
 

Save the Date! 
 

Saturday, March 24 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Gay Men’s Chorus of 
Washington DC 

in Concert (Sanctuary) 
 

Come join us as we  
welcome back former member 

Dr. C. Paul Heins,  
Associate Conductor of GMCW. 

 
 

Dear Members, 
We are enjoying the beautiful 
flowers delivered by Tom Mercer 
several days ago. Thank you so 
much for thinking of us! 

Jim and Marty Hollinger 
 
Thank you so much for your contri-
butions to the Souper Bowl of Car-
ing collection this past Sunday, on 
Super Bowl Sunday. A total of 
$365 will be given to the family of 
Charles Shafer. 

Kim Double, DCE 
____________________________ 
 
The April Circle will meet on Mon-
day, February 19 at 6:00 p.m. at 
Ricky’s. 
____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extra help is needed in the Kitchen 
at Pres-Bees Youth Club / LOGOS 
on Sunday from 4:30-6:30. Please 
consider volunteering! Easy Meals! 
We just need help with finishing 
touches and clean up! You get to 
enjoy in the meal also. 

Jayne Bricker 
 
 

Church Information: 
Phone: 330.337.9555 / Fax: 888.386.2321 
Website: www.fpcsalem.org 
Facebook: First Presbyterian Church of Salem, Ohio 
You Tube: www.youtube.com / FPCSALEM 
(Service streamed Live at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday.) 
Cable TV Channel 9: Service shown on Sunday (1 & 9 am), 
Monday (1 am), Tuesday (3 am, 12 & 4 pm), Wednesday (1 am,  
4 & 9 pm), Friday (1 am), Saturday (3 am, 12 & 4 pm) 

 



~ Youth News ~  
 

Pres-Bees Youth Club: 
4:30-6:00 p.m. on Sundays; Pre-K through Grade 5 
Choir, Lesson, Craft; Shared Meal with LOGOS at 5:30 p.m. 
 
February 11 Regular Meeting and  
  Ash Wednesday Service 
February 18 No Meeting 
February 25 Regular Meeting 
 

LOGOS: 
5:00-6:30 p.m. on Sundays / Youth in Grades 6-12 
Shared Meal with Pres-Bees Youth Club at 5:30 p.m. 
 
February 9 Lock-In at 7 pm (making soup to sell 2/11) 
February 11 No Meeting 
February 14 6:15 Ash Wednesday Service 
February 18 No Meeting 
February 25 Regular Meeting 
 

 
We will also begin collecting for 2 Easter Meal Baskets dur-
ing Lent. Baskets will go to Buckeye School. 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Salem  
to Feature Guest Musicians 

 
The First Presbyterian Church of Salem 
will feature guest musical ensembles 
the last Sunday of each month through 
May.  The guests will be members of 
the Western Reserve Brass and timpani.  On February 
25, the choir will be accompanied by a woodwind quin-
tet on Joseph M. Martin’s “The Weeping Tree”, a beau-
tiful Lenten anthem.  On Palm Sunday, March 25, the 
Western Reserve Brass and timpani will perform with 
the choir on “Hosanna to the King of Kings” by Lloyd 
Larson.  “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart” will be the musical 
selection featuring brass and timpani on Sunday, April 
29.  The choir, brass and timpani will honor Memorial 
Sunday, May 27, with “Battle Hymn of the Republic” 
and a special arrangement by Gary Kekel of “Mansions 
of the Lord”.  All guest performances are made possible 
by joint sponsorship of the Music Fund of First Presby-
terian Church, and Kim and Geoff Goll.  Rev. Dr. Meta S. 
Cramer serves as pastor, Nancy McNeal, organist and 
John Krauss, director of music at First Presbyterian. 

What is Per  Capita? 
 
Per Capita is “the tie that binds” - annual giving that 
unites the entire church in the ongoing and essential 
work that guides the Office of the General Assembly, 
the life of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and bene-
fits every congregation and every mid council ministry. 
Per capita is the primary source of funding for the 
Office of the General Assembly, and is how Presbyteri-
ans mutually and equitably share the costs of coming 
together to discern the Spirit’s leading for the future. 
 
Z It is how Presbyterians are trained to become 

better ruling elders, deacons, and ministers of 
word and sacrament/teaching elders. 

 
Z It is how Presbyterians come together to discern 

God’s call in their lives. 
 
Z It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of 

the wider church by serving on General Assembly 
committees and commissions, regardless of dis-
tance or financial resources. 

 
Z It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of 

the Church universal as we commit ourselves to 
work and live in fellowship with “all persons in 
every nation” (Book of Order, G-4.0101). 

The Salem Community Pantry has been hard 
at work. We have diligent volunteers and a 
number of community  partners who are 
dedicated to our organization, but without 
the support of our local churches, we cannot hope to fulfill 
our founding mission. Below are a few statistics that 
demonstrate the tremendous need in our community as 
well as the pantry’s commitment to being good stewards of 
the money entrusted to us. 
 
¶ In 2016, 28.5% of the 44460 zip code was served by the 

Salem Community Pantry. 
 
¶ The average family received 77 pounds of food per visit 

in 2016, yet each visit only costs the pantry $7.60 in 
food cost and overhead expenses. 

 
¶ While churches are our most important source of sup-

port, the Salem Pantry has built relationships with com-
munity partners including Giant Eagle, Sparkle Market, 
Walmart, Rotary, Kiwanis, Kent State, Salem City 
Schools, and others. In 2016, Walmart alone provided 
us with more than 177,000 pounds of food. 

Potato Soup for Sale this Sunday, February 11 



February 
 
 
 
7 / Weds          12:00 Daytimers (FH) - Program: 
  Israel by Rev. Meta Cramer 
  6:00 Carillon Ringers (200) 
  7:00 Haviland Choir (S) 
  7:00 Men’s Bible Study (110) 
 
8 / Thurs          12:00 Preschool Board of Trustees (110) 
  6:45 Finance/Administration (107) 
 
9 / Fri  7:00 LOGOS Lock In - Making Potato Soup 
 
11 / Sun 9:00 Adult Bible Study (110) 
  9:00 Newly Elected Officer Training (107) 
  9:15 Sunday School 
  9:45 Special Session Meeting (107) 

     10:00 Coffee Hour (FH) - LOGOS Selling Soup 
     10:30 Lord’s Day Worship - 
        The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
       Ordination and Installation of Officers 
        4:30 Pres-Bees Youth Club 

  6:00 Cub Scout Pack 3 (B) 
 
12 / Mon 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 3 (B) 
  7:00 Congregational Care (107) 
 
14 / Weds 6:15 Ash Wednesday Service (S) 
  7:00 Haviland Choir (S) 
  7:00 Men’s Bible Study (110) 
 
15 / Thurs 7:00 Regular Session Meeting (107) 
 
16 / Fri  9:00-4:00 Quilt Group (107) 
 
18 / Sun 9:00 Adult Bible Study (110) 
  9:15 Sunday School 

      10:00 Coffee Hour (FH) 
      10:30 Lord’s Day Worship 
        Valentine Dinner following Worship (FH) 
        6:00 Cub Scout Pack 3 Pinewood Derby (FH) 

 
19 / Mon 6:00 April Circle (Ricky’s) 
 
21 / Weds 6:00 Carillon Ringers 
  7:00 Haviland Choir (S) 
  7:00 Men’s Bible Study (110) 

24 / Sat  Making Soup (K) 
 
25 / Sun 9:00 Adult Bible Study (110) 
  9:15 Sunday School 
             10:00 Coffee Hour (FH) 
             10:30 Lord’s Day Worship 

           Soup to Go following Worship 
           4:15 LOGOS Bell Choir (200) 
           4:30 Pres-Bees Youth Club 
           5:00 LOGOS 

  6:30 Cub Scout Pack 3 (B) 
 
26 / Mon 6:30 Boy Scout Troop 3 (B) 
 
28 / Weds 6:00 Carillon Ringers (S) 
  7:00 Haviland Choir (S) 
  7:00 Men’s Bible Study (110) 
 

March 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 / Thurs 7:00 Committee Night: CE (106), 
  Mission I & S (FH), Property (107), 
  Worship, Music, Arts (109) 
  7:00 Salem Bird Study Club (110) 
 
4 / Sun  9:00 Adult Bible Study (110) 
  9:15 Sunday School 
             10:00 Coffee Hour (FH) 
             10:30 Lord’s Day Worship - Carillon Ringers 
  4:15 LOGOS Bell Choir 
  4:30 Pres-Bees Youth Club 
  5:00 LOGOS 
  6:00 Cub Scout Pack 3 (B) 
 
5 / Mon  6:30 Boy Scout Troop 3 (B) 
  7:00 Board of Deacons (107) 
 
6 / Tues             10:00 United Quilt Guild (FH) 
 
7 / Weds          12:00 Daytimers (FH) - Program: 
  Salem Public Library by Brad Stephens 
  6:00 Carillon Ringers (200) 
  7:00 Haviland Choir (S) 
  7:00 Men’s Bible Study (110) 

Salem Community Pantry / Monday, 9-Noon; Thursday, 4-7 p.m. 
ITEMS NEEDED: Peanut Butter, Plastic Grocery Bags,  Empty Egg Cartons.  Place items in Fellowship Hall. 

Happy Birthday! 
Jim Hollinger (7), Bill Rousseau (18) 

Happy Birthday! 
Marty Hollinger (9), Shirley Devan (14), 

Joe Marra (21), Dick Shanker (24), 
Dick Dougherty (26) 


